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Crop of Immortality 


Bhagwan Buddha approached a rich farmer of Kashi and 
begged for alms. Farmer said in a taunting voice—‘“I labour 
hard to plough and maintain my fields and then I get the crop 
that feeds us. But you want food without doing any farming.” 

“T am also a farmer and do farming”’—said Bhagwan 
Buddha smilingly. 

“Farming!”—he looked surprisingly at the beggar in saffron 
clothes. 

“Yes my son!” said Buddha—“I am doing farming of soul. 
With the plough of knowledge I sow the seeds of devotion. 
Irrigate with the water of penance. Thoughtfullness, humility 
and mind are parts of my plough. Continuous effort is taking 
me to my goal where there is no pain or suffering. My farming is 
producing the crop of immortality, my son!” 
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Return of Abuses 


One day, while walking Bhagwan Buddha reached the 
house of a Brahman. He was a wicked person. He started 
abusing Buddha and asked him to go. 

Buddha quietly listened to his abuses. When that person 
stopped, he said—“Brahman Maharaj ! When you receive 
any guest, you must be serving delicious food to him ?” 
Brahman replied—“Why not!” Buddha again said—“If the 
guest do not take the food you must be throwing that away?” 
Brahman confidently said—“Why throw away? We will take 
that ourselves.” 

“So I am not accepting your gift of abuses. Please take it 
back.”—Buddha said with a pleasing smile and moved on. 
Brahman was ashamed. 

We must not tolerate other’s bad habits. 
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Sujata prepared Kheer 


Sujata prepared Kheer and gave it to Buddha. He was 
extremely happy to eat that delicious Kheer. Fully satisfied, he sat 
for meditation and went into deep trance that lasted for seven 
days. During this period, he had self-realization i.e. knowledge 
about soul and God. 

He was sitting on the shore of Neranjna river, in a very happy 
mood. Sujata went to see him and was astonished as to how he 
could remain sitting for seven days in one posture ? 

At that time, some persons were seen taking a dead body. 
Buddha saw them and laughed. Sujata questioned—“Yogiraj ! Till 
yesterday you felt sorry to see a dead body but what happened 
today?” 

Bhagwan Buddha replied—‘“My child ! Happiness and sorrow 
are result of man’s imagination. Till yesterday, I was attached to 
worldly things and feared 
thatI maynotloosethem. —~y, 
That fear caused sorrow. 
Now I have realized that 
change of worldly things 
is certain. One, for whom 
we feel pain and sorrow is 
immortal. That can 
neither be changed nor 
destroyed. Having 
attained this knowledge, 
now where is the question 
of any pain or sorrow ?” 

Sjuata was satisfied 
with this and herself \ 
started self-introspection. 
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Devotion of Dev Vardhan 


Religious conclave was over and all devotees proceeded for 
religious preachings to the places of their choice. One devotee 
Dev Vardhan appeared before Gautam Buddha and 
requested—“Bhagwan ! I wish to go to Kalinga for spreading the 
views of our Sangh.” Listening about Kalinga, Buddha 
said—“Son ! People of that area are very immoral and jealous. 
They will falsely blame, harass and abuse you. As such change 
the idea of going there.” 

Devotee respectfully said—“Bhagwan ! Why shall I care for 
abuses? They will not beat me.” Tathagat Buddha said—“Dear ! 
May be possible. They are cruel and may also bodily harm you.” 

Dev Vardhan was still determined and said—“Dev ! Some 
punishment may not affect the body. There is no harm if they 
beat me. At least, they will not kill.” 

Buddha said—“Dev Vardhan, they may even kill you. I have 
seen their cruelty.” Dev Vardhan said—“How does it matter 
Bhagwan! You have told us that itis 
the most virtuous act, if a. 
the body is used for é 
religious upliftment: 
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Symbol of Brahmanism 


Bhagwan Buddha was preaching before villagers in 
Jaitvan. His disciple Anath Pindak was sitting there taking 
advantage of his discourse. 

At that time Mahakashyapa Mandagalyayam, Sariputra, 
Chand and Devdutta etc. came there. Seeing them coming, 
Buddha said—“Son ! A group of Brahmans is coming. 
Hurriedly arrange proper seats for them.” 

Anath Pindak said—“Bhagwan ! Perhaps you don’t know 
them. Only one of them is Brahman. Others are Kshatriya, 
Vaishya and even Shudra.” 

Gautam Buddha laughed on hearing these words of Pindak 
and said—“Dear ! A person’s caste is not where he was born. 
Rather it depends upon his qualities, nature and work. They 
are all very superior, devoid of worldly attachments, religious 
minded, restraintful and involved in welfare activities. That is 
why, I called them Brahman. You must always consider such 
persons as Brahman. By birth, everyone is just a Shudra.” 
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It is Easy to Break than to Join 


Once Gautam Buddha was going through a lonely place. He 
saw a shepherd coming with a herd of sheep. He was carrying a 
sheep kid on his shoulders. Tathagat stopped him and 
asked—“Why are you carrying it on your shoulders?” 

Shepherd saw an enlightened glowing Sadhu in front of him 
and bowed with devotion. He said—“Bhagwan ! His leg is 
injured hence I have lifted him.” Buddha became pitiable on 
seeing the injured kid. Shepherd asked—“Bhante ! You are so 
much distressed to see the kid in agony. But after sometime, all 
these sheep will be consecrated to fire. Then, how will you feel?” 

“What? Are these sheep being taken for sacrifice? Who is that 
unlucky person, who wants to go to heaven by sacrificing these 
innocent sheep?” 
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Shepherd replied—“Ajatshatru, Emperor of Rajgarh. It is 
said that he had murdered his father and as a penance for that 
sin, he is doing a Yagya, in which, thousands of animals are to 
be sacrificed.” Bhagwan Buddha also reached Rajgarh and 
found shepherd’s version to be true. Brahman priests sitting 
around Yagyavedi were chanting Mantras and Ajatshatru 
was sitting there in yellow clothes. A large number of animals 
were there for sacrifice and a person was standing there, with 
anaked sword for this purpose. 
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Ajatshatru rose to welcome Bhagwan Buddha and even, 
without asking, started to tell about this Yagya. Listening all 
this, Bhagwan Buddha picked a straw of grass and 
said—“Rajan ! Please break it in two pieces.” 

Ajatshatru did it and waited for next order. Now Buddha 
said—“Rajan ! Join these broken pieces and make the straw, 
as it was.” 

King kept quiet. Bhagwan explained to him—“Rajan ! I 
want to say the same thing about this Yagya. The sin 
commited by murdering your father, cannot be atoned. Just 
as this broken straw cannot be joined.” 

Ajatshatru realized his mistake and cancelled the 
sacrificial Yagya. 
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Inspiration from Insect 


Buddha had not attained enlightenment by that time and 
was doing penance. He followed many severe rituals but could 
not succeed. His mind became disturbed and shaky. He thought, 
it would have been better, had he lived in palace and enjoyed 
luxurious life. He was planning to return back. 

Just then, he saw an insect trying to climb a tree. Ten times 
he tried to climb but failed. In the eleventh attempt, he 
succeeded. Buddha felt that this scene was enacted only to 
inspire him. His self-confidence increased and he started 
penance with total devotion and ultimately attained 
enlightenment. He could concentrate all his powers to eradicate 
evils and increase goodness in society and became a great man. 
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Total Abstinence 


Amrapali was the most famous beautiful lady of her time. 
Her graceful and charming body attracted the populace. Her 
singing and dancing matched with Apsaras of heaven. 

Once, she attended a discourse of Bhagwan Buddha. She 
heard about the greatness of human life and need to use it 
properly and prudently. She pondered upon it and condemned 
her way of life. With the intention of reforming her remaining 
life she came back and surrendered herself, before Bhagwan 
Buddha. 

She enroled herself as a disciple and said—‘“Past days can 
never come back but whatever life has remained that must he 
reformed.” It was decided that she will meditate with other 
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disciples of Buddha and devote her time in propagating 
religion and doing other welfare activities. Amrapali strictly 
followed these instructions. 

As a dancer, she had earned a lot. She totally abstinated 
all her property for use in the pious work of spreading religion. 
She purified herself by meditation and spent her whole life for 
spreading religion in India and abroad. 

She was the greatest devotee of Buddha. 
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Nothing is Useless 


Tathagat along with his disciples went for alms to the palace 
of king Udayan. After proper welcome, queen presented clothes 
(Cheewar) to him. King laughed and asked—“What will you do 
of all these clothes ?” Buddha said—“I will be replacing torn 
clothes of my disciples.” King again asked—“And what of the 
torn Cheewars ?” He replied— They will be used as cushions to 
sit.” King again questioned—“What about old cushions?” Pat 
came the reply—“They will be used as duster and finally 
dumped in a pit to be converted as manure.” 

Uddayan was highly impressed by the work culture of 
Sangh and opened his treasury for better utilization of money. 

Bhagwan Buddha has told us that nothing should be treated 
as useless. 
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Purity of Mind 


Once Bhagwan Buddha and his disciples were going 
through a forest. Buddha felt thirsty and sent his disciple 
Anand to fetch water from a nearby spring. A little before few 
animals were bathing in that spring and hence water was 
dirty. Anand returned back, told everything and said—‘I will 
fetch water from the river.” 

Buddha sent him again to the same spring. Water was still 
dirty and he came back. This happened thrice and when Anand 
went there fourth time, water was clear as mud had settled 
down. Anand returned with clear water. 

Taking the water in his hand, Bhagwan Buddha 
said—“Anand ! Water of our life also becomes dirty due to the 
animals of ill will and bad thoughts. If we don’t run away and 
wait for the mind to calmly think, everything will become clear 
like this spring water.” 

A person must always act with patience. 
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Be Polite—avoid Ego 


Tathagata was bowing before Bodhivriksha. Disciples 
were surprised and asked—“You are fully enlightened, so why 
you are bowing before this ordinary tree ?” 

Buddha said—“To teach you the value of politeness. One, 
who bows becomes great. Persons having ego do not bow. You 
must not have ego nor forget politeness” 

Ego is the greatest enemy of man. It is bound to destroy 
him. Never have ego. 
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Hundred percent Donation 


Once Tathagata had to get a building constructed for the 
residence and teaching of his disciples. He appealed for 
donations from public and required money was collected. 

Tathagata enquired from treasurer—“Whose donation is 
greatest?” 

He told—“One old lady had collected just one rupee in her 
whole life. She gave it. Thus, her donation is hundred percent, 
while those, who had lot of money, gave only a small part of it.” 

A plaque was placed on Vihar (building) in which name of 
old lady, was respectfully and prominently mentioned. 

In donation, devotion is more valuable than money. 
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Quality of Tolerance 


In one of his earlier life, Gautam Buddha was born as a 
buffalo. Even though, he was a wild beast, he remained very 
quiet and peaceful. Due to his simplicity, a monkey used to 
harass him. Sometimes, he used to jump on his back or pull his 
tail or twist him by horns. But buffalo always remained calm. 

One day deities said—“This monkey troubles you a lot. He 
must be punished.” 

Listening this, buffalo told deities—“I know the wickedness 
of this monkey and also have the power to finish him in just one 
jerk. People tolerate the cruelty of strong persons under 
compulsion, but true tolerance is to ignore the mischief of 
weaker persons.” 

Tolerance is the greatest quality ofa person. 
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Moral Conduct 


Tathagata was sitting near a lotus pond. He was quietly 
enjoying the fragrance. 

One Devkanya came there and said—“You are using the 
fragrance without paying for it. You are thief of fragrance.” 
Tathagata bowed down his head. Soon, a small village girl, 
plucked several lotus plants and flowers and also made the water 
dirty. Devkanya looked all this, but remained quiet. 

Thatagata asked—“I was only using the smell and you called 
me a thief, but this girl is damaging the plants and spoiling the 
water, but you say nothing ?” 

Devkanya smiled and in a very sweet tone said—“She is 
innocent and ignorant. She does not know what is right and what 
is wrong. She is doing all this as per normal instinct. But you are 
learned, enlightened and fully aware of moral and religious 
principles. Your each and every action must be, as per these 
principles.” 

Again shila bowed down his head. This time, he was very 

! much ashamed. He 
realized—“As 
~ long as learned 

Van and thoughtful 
adie : » persons would 
| not follow 
moral 
conduct, 
public might 
not be 
expected to 
do so.” 
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Appointment of Kulpati 


In a large Bauddh Sangharam, a Kulpati was to be 
appointed. Suitable, learned and a prudent person was to be 
selected. Three persons were in the race, out of which one was 
to be chosen. Mahapragya Mandgalyayan was given the 
responsibility to find out the best amongst them. The three 
were ordered to go to a certain place. After some distance, 
thorns were placed on the road. By the evening, all three 
reached that area and found thorns on the road. 

One of them side tracked and moved on. Other jumped 
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over the thorns to proceed further. Third, stopped to clear the 
thorns from the road so that others may not be troubled. He 
was delayed in the process. 

Mandgalyayan was watching from a bush nearby. He 
selected the third one as his action of clearing the road was 
considered beneficial for all. He was entrusted with the 
responsibility of Kulpati. 

Mandgalyayan said—“Only he can start good moral 
traditions in Sangharam, who himself cares for others and by 
his actions, he gives inspiration to all.” 
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Fulfill his Desire 


Bhagwan Buddha was on death-bed. His life could end 
any moment. A Sadhu named Subhadra came to know about 
this. He wanted clarification of some spiritual problems and 
as such, he reached there. Anand detained him at the door of 
the hut and said—“It will not be proper to trouble him at this 
time.” But Subhadra insisted that he must be allowed to see 
Bhagwan. 

Buddha lying inside, heard all this and said—“Anand ! 
Let him come. He has come not to disturb me, but to acquire 
knowledge.” 

Subhadra entered the hut and just as he saw Buddha, the 
idol of peace and compassion, he got the clarification of his 
problems. He became his disciple. 

Bhagwan Buddha never disappointed any person, who 
was in quest of knowledge. 
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Purify Yourself 


A Seth approached Bhagwan Buddha for getting eternal 
knowledge and expressed his intention before him. Buddha returned 
him by saying that he would come to his house next day and then 
reply. As Bhagwan was himself coming to his home, he got delicious 
Kheer prepared for him. 

Next day, Tathagata reached his home with a Kamandal in his 
hand. Seth requested—“Bhagwan ! I have got delicious Kheer 
prepared for you. Kindly accept.” Buddha produced his Kamandal to 
take Kheer in it. Seth saw that Kamandal had cow dung in it and 
said—“Bhagwan ! It contains cow dung and Kheer will be spoiled.” 

Tathagata laughed and said—“This is the reply of your 
yesterday’s request. To acquire eternal knowledge, first clean and 
purify yourself. Remove all bad thoughts, selfishness, ego gem 
and immoral ideas 
from your mind. 
Eternal knowledge 
can be acquired 
only by a pure and 
pious person.” 

Unless we 
purify ourselves, 
we cannot get any 
advantage from 
worship. 
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God wants Devotion 


A businessman named Shaurpuchcha once approached 
Bhagwan Buddha and said—“Bhagwan ! I have one Lakh gold 
coins. Kindly accept them so that they may be used by you.” 
Buddha said nothing and quietly moved on. 

After few days, he again appeared before Tathagata—“Dev ! 
Kindly accept these ornaments and clothes for the use of needy 
persons. I still have enough money with me.” Buddha again said 
nothing and went away. Shaurpuchcha was perplexed. He was 
thinking as how to please Buddha ? 

Sometime later, a large religious conclave was to be organized 
at Vaishali. Thousands of persons were expected to attend. Many 
disciples and others were busy in making arrangements. 
Shaurpuchcha also reached there and himself started the work. 
Even in the night, when others had left he was seriously doing the 
work. Bhagwan Buddha reached near him and said—“Son ! Have 
you eaten something?” Shaurpuchcha was overwhelmed and fell 
on his feet. Bhagwan Buddha said—“My dear son! God does not 
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Love and Cooperation 


When terrible storm comes, trees standing alone in forest 
are uprooted howsoever large they may be. But trees standing 
close to each other, easily tolerate that pressure and survive. 
Storm is not able to harm them. Giving this example, Bhagwan 
Buddha said in his discourse—“Mutual love and cooperation 
saves people from outward calamities and also gives them an 
opportunity to progress. That is why, I require you all to have 
strong family bonds in Sangharams (Ashrams).” 

This teaching of Bhagwan Buddha equally applies in family 
life. All the members of a family must have love and affection 
with each other and work in cooperation. They must share their 
views frankly and respect each other. It gives them peace of 
mind and also proper guidance. Even greatest problems are 
easily solved. 
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Proper Directions 


Once Gautam Buddha was going on a road in Rajgarh. He saw a 
person in wet clothes bowing and respecting with folded hands, toward 
all directions. Buddha asked—“Maharaj ! What is the meaning of 
worshipping these six derections? Why this worship is done?” 

The man said—“That I don’t know.” Buddha said—“What is the 
use of worshipping like this when you don’t know its meaning?” 

He said—“Bhantey ! Kindly tell me why we worship these 
directions ?” 

Tathagata said—“We worship the directions with different 
intentions. East represents parents and head of family. When we bow 
towards east, we must think that we are worshipping them. Similarly, 
south is for Acharya or Guru, west for wife and children, while north for 
friends and all well-wishers. Servants are below and Brahmans are 
upper direction. We must worship them all with full reverence. Then 
only we get advantage of worship.” 

That man said—“Bhantey ! That is all good. But why to worship 
servants ? They are required to worship us.” 

Buddha explained—“Their worship means to love them and take 
proper care.” 

He said—“Today, I realized true worshipping. So far I was blindly 
following rituals.” 
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Unlimited Knowledge 


Once, Anand asked Bhagwan Buddha—“Dev ! You are 
reservoir of all knowledge. Have you told all that to us?” 

Buddha asked him three questions—“Tell me how many 
dried leaves are lying on earth in this forest? How many dried 
leaves are still on this tree? Also tell me, how many dried 
leaves are under your feet?” 

Anand could not reply. Tathagata himself 
said—“Knowledge is unlimited and unfathomable, just as you 
can’t count these leaves. One knows only a part, as the leaves 
of this tree and could tell you that much as the leaves under 
your feet. You must understand that there is no end to 
knowledge and none can claim to be perfect.” Anand got the 
reply. 

Intelligent persons 
my always strive to get more 
. e +t and more knowledge. 
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Savings came Handy 


Arthavasu had a roaring business yet he always lived a 
simple life. He also trained his family members to live like 
ordinary common man in all respect. They lived happily and 
were honoured everywhere. 

Change is the law of nature. It effects rich and poor alike. 
After few years, there was a great famine. Without rains 
Rajgarh was turned into a cremation ground. People were 
dying in absence of food and water. 

Arthavasu was full of compassion. He took out all his 
savings for the use of people. Arthavasu, who was never seen 
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spending a rupee, now liberally spent to help every person of 
Rajgarh. He gave almost everything but ensured that none 
may feel helpless. 

Bhagwan Buddha listened all this and was overwhelmed. 
He, himself went to meet Arthavasu. Servant saw and said to 
sleeping Arthavasu—“Get up, you noble man! Tathagata had 
come to meet you.” He opened his eyes. Tathagata was deeply 
moved. He could only say—“Arthavasu ! You are truely a 
humanitarian. Your sacrifice has saved Rajgarh.” 
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Significance of Service 


Once Bhagwan 
Buddha was inspecting 
the condition of 
Mahavihar. He reached 
a hut and found the 
devotee living there ina 
very bad condition. He 
was suffering from 
loose motion and 
vomiting. Hut as well 


as he himself were dirty with that. Nobody 
helped him. 

Tathagat asked Anand to bring water, 
himself cleaned everything and made 
arrangements for proper treatment. 

He called other disciples and asked—“Why 
nobody helped him?” 

They all said—“He always remains alone 
and avoids us. He never helps any body, so why 
shall we help him ?” 

Tathagata said—“Ignorance is treated with 
knowledge and narrow-mindedness is cured 
with generosity—don’t you know this? Service 
of others is done not 
for any return but for 
increasing our own 
compassion.” 
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Basis of Sangha’s Strength 


Once, there was a dispute in the Sangha, as to who shall 
be considered senior-most? Some suggested for one, coming 
from Kshatriya family, some from Brahman and some from 
Vaishya, family. 

Buddha disagreed with these proposals and 
said—“Bhikshuo ! No one can be honoured on the basis of his 
caste or family. As such, one who joined the Sangha first shall 
be considered senior-most, whatever may be his caste or 
family. 

Bhagwan Buddha’s decision according to natural justice 
was the basis of Sangha’s strength. It produced many devoted 
preachers, who spread the teachings of Buddha not only in 
India, but to many far-off countries. 

Even today, we can see its proof. 
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Life and Death 


Gautami’s only son died. She was overwhelmed with grief 
and took the dead body of her son to Buddha. She wished that 
Buddha may give him back his life. 

Buddha asked Gautami—“Go and bring some water from 
such a house, where no one had died so far. I will energise that 
water with Mantras and sprinkle over the dead body. Your son 
will get back his life.” Gautami went for water to every house 
but there was none, where nobody had died so far. Dejected, she 
came back. 

Tathagata explained to her—“Dear ! You have seen that in 
this world there is no house, where nobody had died. Similarly 
no person is immortal. Each one had to die today or tomorrow. 
Why try to change this fixed law of nature and why be distressed 
like this?” Gautami realized the truth and performed the last 
rites of her dead son. 


7 
paar bb 


< 


% 


j 


al 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


30 


31 


Avoid Craving 


There was a king named, Sraunik. He was always disturbed 
and dissatisfied. He could not sleep properly and always 
remained sad and frightened. 

One day, he went to Bhagwan Buddha to ask as how to remain 
quiet and happy? He was giving a discourse. Everyone was 
listening in a very happy mood. Their faces were glowing with 
internal peace and knowledge. 

Tathagata knew about king’s problem. He explained in his 
discourse, why a person is happy or distressed. He said—“Craving 
is the root cause of all problems. If one could avoid cravings, he 
would certainly be happy, whether he is rich or poor.” 

Every person wants to get more and more. This craving 
destroys the peace of his mind and he becomes distressed. 
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Change of Heart 


A rich trader of Magadha earned a lot. He was proud of his 
prosperity and became arrogant. Seeing the behaviour of 
father, his sons also became mischievous and arrogant. They 


quarrelled with 
each other and the 
home turned into a 
hell. 

Worried and 
distressed trader 
went to Mahatma 


Buddha for relief 


and said— 
“Bhagwan ! Relieve 
me from this hell. I 
want to be your 


. disciple.” 


Tathagata thought and said—“Dear ! Time is not proper 
for being a disciple. If you change your behaviour and do as 


you want others to do, your home can become heaven. You 


must treat everyone with 
love and politeness.” 

Trader returned home 
and behaved politely. This 
changed the heart of every 


family member and there } 


was peace and happiness in 
the home. 
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